Filming
in England

Understanding Location Agreements: A Guide for Property Owners

When allowing a production company to use your property as a filming location, you
will likely be required to sign a Location Agreement. This document outlines the terms
and conditions of the agreement between you (the property owner) and the
production team. Understanding this contract is crucial to ensure a smooth filming
process and to protect your interests.

What is a Location Agreement?

A Location Agreement is a contract between a property owner and a production
company that grants permission to use the location for filming. It typically details the
scope of the project, the duration of use, payment terms, and responsibilities of both
parties.

Key Elements of a Location Agreement

1. Property Details
o ldentifies the exact location(s) to be used for filming.
o May include restrictions on which areas can and cannot be
accessed.

2. Filming Duration & Access
o Specifies the dates and times the production team will be on-site.
o Includes set-up, filming, and pack-down periods.

3. Fees & Payment Terms
o Outlines the agreed-upon fee for using the property.
o May include additional payments for overtime or unexpected
changes.

4. Alterations & Restoration
o States whether the production can make temporary
modifications.
o Specifies how and when the property should be restored after
filming.

5. Liability & Insurance
o Confirm that the production company holds the necessary
insurance to cover potential damage or accidents (also make
sure to check your own insurance)
o May outline who is responsible for repairs if damage occurs.
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6. Permitted Use & Restrictions
o Defines how the location will be used (e.g. film, TV, commercial,
or photoshoot).
o May include restrictions on content, noise levels, or special
effects (e.g. pyrotechnics, stunts).

7. Confidentiality & Publicity
o Details whether the owner can disclose information about the
production.
o May restrict public sharing of behind-the-scenes content.

8. Termination & Cancellation
o Outlines circumstances where either party can cancel the
agreement.
o Specifies any notice period required for cancellation.

Best Practices for Property Owners

o Read the Agreement Thoroughly — Ensure you understand all terms
before signing.

o Clarify Any Uncertainties — If any clauses are unclear, seek
clarification from the production company.

o Keep a Copy for Your Records — Retain a signed version for future
reference.

o Check for Fair Compensation — Make sure the fees align with the
potential impact on your property.

o Ensure Compliance with Local Regulations — Some areas may

require filming permits or approvals.

While this guide provides a general overview of Location Agreements, it does not
constitute legal advice. If you have concerns about a contract, consider consulting a
legal professional before signing.

By understanding your Location Agreement, you can ensure a positive filming
experience while safeguarding your property and interests.

For any enquiries, please email production@creativeengland.co.uk or call +44 (0)20
8324 2311.
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